DARAMALAN COLLEGE
1962 - 2022

Covid-19 Update 14 February 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,

We are now into our third week of term, and | would like to take this opportunity to thank our students
and families for following our Covid-safe guidelines and protocols that we have in place to meet the
requirements set out in the ACT Health Guidelines for Schools. The health and safety of all members
of our community remain our priority.

Distribution of Week 3 and 4 Rapid Antigen Tests:

All students will receive two sealed envelopes containing their allocation for Weeks 3 and 4,
tomorrow, Tuesday 14 February, during Period 6 from their PT teacher. Year 11 and 12 students
who have a study line at this time are asked to remain onsite for this lesson so as to receive their
allocation from the PT teacher. They will not be able to access their tests early.

At this point in time, the College has not received any details as to whether the provision of RATs
by the ACT Government will extend beyond Week 4.

Alist has been kept by PT teachers of those students who have been absent when the tests have
been distributed. Students who have been absent when the tests have been distributed are able to
collect their allocated RATs from the Student Office.

Students have been given clear instructions that the tests are to be taken home and given to their
parents/carers as soon as they get home. They will also be reminded that the tests need to be
treated with care and respect.

| would urge you to continue to have similar discussions with your student.

As | have mentioned previously, the use of these tests is not compulsory, as was indicated by
the Education Minister, and the College will not be asking families to report a negative test result.
These tests form one part of the overall Covid-safety measures that are in place at the College.

At no time will College staff perform a RAT on a student. If a student is unwell, they will be asked
to attend First Aid, where their parent/carer will be contacted and asked to collect them. The
decision as to whether the student should be tested for Covid-19 lies with their parent/carer based
on the current Health guidelines.

Notification of a Positive Test result or Close Contact:

Under the current ACT Health Guidelines, all positive test results must be reported to ACT Health
through their online form which can be accessed HERE.

For students who reside in NSW, the same reporting mechanisms for a positive test result are in
place through Service NSW and can be accessed HERE.

Families are also asked to notify the College using the secure form that can be found on Daranet
as per the following image if their student tests positive or is deemed a close contact and is
required to isolate. These notifications will form the basis of our contact tracing and the school-
based response that we will need to have in place under the current Health Guidelines. They will
also enable our Pastoral Leaders to best support your family during their isolation period.
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A requirement of the provision of the tests is that the College reports to the ACT Government on
the number of positive Covid-19 cases notified to the school on a weekly basis. At no time will
specific student or family details be provided.

Students who are isolating, and who are well enough to do so, will be able to access their learning
through Daranet and their class OneNotes. Class Learning Planners will provide at least two
weeks of learning activities and planning and will provide students at home with the required
advice regarding their learning until they are able to return to school. Teachers are not expected
to deliver both in-person classes and online meetings outside of the content provided through
OneNotes, Daranet and the Learning Planners.

Informing families of a positive case:

In line with the revised reporting requirements in the ACT, schools will not be listed as exposure
sites as they were in 2021.

Where a Covid-positive case at Daramalan leads to students and staff being assessed as at risk
of exposure, families of those impacted (year group cohorts), will be informed via email about what
they are required to do under ACT Health requirements.

If the exposure is considered low risk, staff and students will continue to be able to attend school
while closely monitoring for Covid symptoms.

Students with Covid-19 Symptoms:

Please keep your student at home when they are sick or unwell.

Students who are unwell must not attend the College and should stay home and are encouraged
to get tested using the RAT provided.

While at school, students experiencing symptoms compatible with Covid-19 (e.g. fever, cough,
sore throat, shortness of breath) will be directed to First Aid and will be isolated with appropriate
supervision and collected by a parent/carer as soon as possible.

Thank you again to all of our families for your support in ensuring the safety of our community at this
time.

Best wishes
Rachel Davies
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14 February 2022
Dear parents and carers,

| am writing to notify you that students in Years 8, 9 and 11 have recently tested positive to COVID-
19 and attended the College while potentially infectious.

Possible exposure details:

- Wednesday 9 Feb: Year 9 onsite classes, Dempsey Quad

- Thursday 10 Feb: Year 8 and 11 onsite classes, Senior Common Room, Littleton Quad,
Lysaught Quad, Eagle bus

- Friday 11 Feb: Year 8 onsite classes, Lysaught Quad, College oval, Eagle bus

The current advice under the ACT Health Guidelines is to monitor for symptoms and perform a RAT if
your student displays any symptoms. People who test positive to COVID-19 must stay at home for
at least 7 days and cannot leave to go to work or school. Students and staff will be able to continue
attending school while closely monitoring for COVID-19 symptoms and if any COVID-19 symptoms
develop, no matter how mild, they should take a test and isolate until they receive a negative result.

If your student does have symptoms and returns a negative test result, they should take another
RAT in 24 hours, or have a PCR test to exclude COVID-19 and they should remain home until this
result is received and their symptoms resolve.

| would like to reassure families that we have a number of Covid-safety measures in place at the
College and the safety and wellbeing of our staff and students are our priority at all times.

Mr James Keeley
Deputy Principal
6245 6302
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